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ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO INR-05 CIAE-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 

PM-03 SP-01 /037W 

087916 

R 020629Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4864RY 
INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 
DIA WASHDC 

SECRET BUCHAREST 4982 

LIMDIS 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, RO, PO 

SUBJECT: COMMENTS OF PORTUGUESE DATT 

REFS: (A) USDAO BUCHAREST 028 1 ; (B) USDAO BUCHAREST 283; 

(C) USDAO LISBON 290955Z SEPT 75 

1. FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY PORTUGUESE DATT LTC HUGO 
SANTOS TO POLITICAL COUNSELOR ON SEPT 30 MAY BE OF INTEREST 

IN VIEW OF HIS APPARENT INFLUENCE IN ARMED FORCES 
MOVEMENT. 

2. CEAUSESCU VISIT. SANTOS CONFIRMED THAT CEAUSESCU’S VISIT 
TO LISBON IS SET "IN PRINCIPLE" FOR LATE OCTOBER, BUT MUCH 
DEPENDS ON WHETHER PORTUGAL'S INTERNAL TURMOIL WILL HAVE 
CALMED SUFFICIENTLY TO ALLOW IT TO TAKE PLACE. 

3. POLITICAL STABILITY. SANTOS SEEMED SOMEWHAT LESS 
APPREHENSIVE ABOUT NEW GOVERNMENT'S CHANCES THAN LAST WEEK 
(REFTEL A). HE TOOK LINE THAT "EXTREMISTS" - "MAOISTS AND 
OTHERS" HAD BEEN SPORADICALLY TROUBLESOME IN LISBON. SPECIAL 
ARMY FORCE(S) CREATED TO COUNTER THESE WAS FUNCTIONING WELL. 
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COPCON "DOESN'T COUNT". OTELO DE CARVALHO IS "ALMOST NOTHING" 
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NOW; AFTER ALL HE WAS "ONLY ONE OF TWENTY-FIVE" WHO PLANNED 
THE REVOLUTION. CHIEF ISSUE IS "CREATING ORDER AND 
DISCIPLINE" AND "BUCKLING DOWN TO WORK". THE MAIN WORRY IS 
LISBON ITSELF "WHERE SOME PEOPLE THINK THEY SPEAK FOR ALL 
OF PORTUGAL" - NO GREAT PROBLEMS FOR MODERATES IN 
PROVINCES, HOWEVER. 

4. PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY. CP IS NOT ENTIRELY UNITED. 

SPLIT IS BETWEEN CUNHAL'S "OLD-FASHIONED, PRO-SOVIET 
ORTHODOX" FACTION AND MORE NATIONAL-ORIENTED GROUP LED BY 
OCTAVIAO LAPAO (AS HEARD) WHO TENDS TO "PUT PORTUGAL FIRST". 

SOVIETS SENT A PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST ((FNU) ALESH - AS HEARD) 

TO LISBON FROM MOSCOW ON SEPT 8 TO TRY TO MEDIATE 
DIFFERENCES. SOURCE LEFT LISBON ON SEPT 12 AND DOES 

NOT YET KNOW HOW SUCCESSFUL THIS EFFORT WAS. (COMMENT: 

UK EMB HAS TOLD US CEAUSESCU ALLUDED TO PROBLEM OF DISUNITY 
WITHIN PORTUGUESE CP DURING VISIT HERE OF UK PM WILSON IN 
MID-SEPTEMBER.) 

5. SOURCE CLAIMED CP S POPULAR STRENGTH WAS CURRENTLY ABOUT 
HALF ITS ELECTORAL PERCENTAGE. PORTUGUESE PEOPLE WERE NOW 
"BETTER AWARE" OF ITS DICTATORIAL INTENT. IN ARMY, 

CP STRENGTH WAS "ONE IN ONE HUNDRED", IN AIR FORCE EVEN LESS. 

BUT IN NAVY. "NOT INCONSIDERABLE." NAVY UNTRUSTWORTHY. 

SOURCE ASSERTED "PORTUGUESE PEOPLE" WOULD "NEVER" LET 
COMMUNISTS TAKE POWER. 

6. PERSONAL POLITICAL PREDILECTION. SOURCE SAID 
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY OR SOMETHING LIKE IT BEST SUITED NEEDS 

AND DESIRES OF PORTUGUESE PEOPLE (HE AVOIDED SAYING WHETHER HE 
IS A PARTY MEMBER AND TRIES TO APPEAR PROPERLY 
MILITARY AND NON-PARTY). MAYBE AFTER 25-30 YEARS THE KIND OF 
"SOCIALISM" WHICH SOARES ADVOCATES COULD BE ATTAINED (SOURCE 
SEEMED COOL TOWARD SOARES AND ALMOST HOSTILE OR DUBIOUS TOWARD 
ANY DOCTRINE TO LEFT OF SOARES). EVEN SOARES’S SOCIALISM MAY BE 
"TOO MUCH FOR PEOPLE". HE ADDED. SOURCE THOUGHT SELECTED 
TECHNIQUES FROM ROMANIAN (OR OTHER) "SOCIALIST" EXPERIENCE 
CAN BE ADAPTED TO PORTUGAL’S NEEDS (HE CITED HIGHLY 
DISCIPLINED EDUCATION SYSTEM AND AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES 
(LATTER TO BE DEMOCRATIC)). BASICALLY, HOWEVER, WHAT HE 
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SEES IN ROMANIA QUALIFIES AS "SOCIAL-FASCISM" - HE HAD NOT 
REALIZED HOW EXACTLY ZGE TERM FIT ROMANIA UNTIL HIS POSTING 
HERE. PORTUGUESE CONDITIONS REQUIRED A DIFFERENT APPROACH. 

7. SANTOS TOOK DUE NOTE OF THE PRAGMATIC APPROACH (AS COMPARED 
WITH MOSCOW'S) OF THE ROMANIAN COMMUNIST PARTY TOWARD PORTUGUESE 
POLITICAL FRAY AND THE ROLE OF "PROGRESSIVE AND DEMOCRATIC FORCES" 
THERE BUT OBSERVED "THEY ARE STILL COMMUNISTS”. 
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